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A NEW MONOGRAPH ON THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 

Peculiar interest attaches to the wisdom of Solomon both because of 
its value as a source of information regarding Hellenistic Judaism and 
because of the influence which the book is supposed to have exerted upon 
Paul. A wide range of questions connected with the origin and interpre- 
tation of this document has been discussed in a recent monograph by 
Focke. 1 After surveying the literature of the subject, he deals at length 
with the problem of literary origins. The book is found to consist of two 
originally independent sections: (i) chaps. 1-5 and (2) chaps. 6-19. 
This division is supported by various data. Part I has no interest in 
ao<f>ia, while this is one of the chief topics in Part II; in the former God 
distinguishes only the pious and the godless, in the latter his interest is 
in Israelites versus non-Israelites; one section looks to the life beyond for 
blessings, the other is more concerned with the problems of this life; the 
two parts are distinguished by different types of eschatology, the former 
being realistic and the latter spiritualistic; the internal evidence of the 
first section shows its provenance to have been Palestine, while that 
of the second is Egypt (Alexandria); in the first Hebrew parallelism 
prevails, in the second there is some attempt at the outset to maintain 
this literary form, but it almost entirely disappears toward the close; 
there is also a contrast in the formulas and names applied to the 
Deity, as well as in general vocabulary; syntactical and rhetorical 
differences are also observed. Yet the two parts have so much in 
common linguistically that the present Greek text is held to be the work 
of a single hand. The difficulty of the situation is solved by positing 
an original Hebrew for Part I and making its translator the author of 
Part II. The argument for a Hebrew original is not worked out 
so completely as one could wish. Three instances of alleged mis- 
translation — none of them strictly new — are noted. In 5 : 7 wirA^o-ft^ 
/iev rplfioK kt\ is declared to be impossible Greek and to be due to 
the translator's mistaking ^fllsbEi for ^rKb? (from j"Jttb). Again, 
iXtyxOrjfrercu in 1:5 is due to a misreading of rplfi for the correct 
FPSln, which ought to have been rendered ikiyfa. Lastly, the &s 
veoripri of 2:6 is traced to an original D" , "155S the first letter of which 
the translator wrongly read as 5. In addition to these instances of 
mistranslation, chaps. 1-5 are said to contain many Hebraisms, but 
the evidences are not given. The reader is referred to Siegfried's 

1 Die Entstehung der Weisheit Salomos: Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des jUdischen 
HeMcnismus. Von Friedrich Focke. Gottingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1913. 
132 pages. M. 4.80. 
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translation (in Kautzsch's edition) for the data. Part I, on the basis 
of the sharp controversy it betrays between Sadducees and Pharisees, 
is dated in the reign of Alexander Jannaeus, more specifically in the 
years 88-86 B.C. The translation of this document, and the compo- 
sition of Part II followed almost immediately. The occasion was a 
severe persecution of the Jews such as took place under Ptolemy 
Lathyrus in 88-87 B - c - 

Our author thinks the Hellenistic elements in the book have been 
greatly overrated. It owed no such extensive debt to Greek philosophy 
as E. Pfleiderer, Moriz Friedlander, and others have imagined. The 
common opinion that the author of wisdom was a precursor of Philo in 
a school of Judaeo-Alexandrian philosophy of religion is emphatically 
denied. On the most essential points the two had nothing in common, 
and Philo had no forerunner as he had no successor. The writer of 
Wisdom did, however, have many points of close contact with the world 
of his day. While his conception of o-o^ta is not derived from Greek 
philosophy, it may be colored by a similar usage in the popular Egyptian 
Mysteries. And in this work — as also often in Philo — these heathen cults 
were tacitly or openly condemned (e.g., Wisd. 14:23 ff.; cf. 12:4 ff.). 
So also the style of address known as the Cynic-Stoic Diatribe is some- 
times employed, after the custom of the time, in polemic against orgiastic 
cults of the heathen religions. On the other hand, Solomon is made to 
play a part not dissimilar to that of the hierophant in the Mysteries. 

As for Paul's debt to Wisdom, so generally believed to have been 
firmly established by Grafe, Focke finds no substantial basis for such an 
opinion. He considers Grafe's positions point by point only to reject 
them almost in Mo. 

On the whole Focke's contribution is very suggestive, if not always 
convincing. It opens up some interesting and important problems par- 
ticularly in respect to the historical and religious background. A more 
thoroughgoing discussion of several of these questions would have been 
in order. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
University of Chicago 



A PRAGMATIC VINDICATION OF CHRISTIANITY 1 

The six discourses here published were delivered in 1912 as the 
eighth series of Angus Lectures before the Baptist Theological College 
at Regent's Park, London. His main thesis Mr. Glover thus formulates : 

1 The Christian Tradition and Its Verification. By T. R. Glover. New York: 
Macmillan, 1913. xiv+229 pages. $1.25 net. 



